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Students are getting poorer
The province’s student community is paying more and more 
for a university educaon. Annual tuion and other 
mandatory fees average $4,310 for a full-me 
undergraduate student.
WhileWhile this amount was $2,506 in 2006, it has since 
increased by $111 per year, a proporonally higher increase 
than the average wage in Québec, while the average 
amount received in student financial aid has stagnated.
AtAt the same me, the government is constantly asking us to 
contribute more individually to the educaon system. While 
the share of tuion fees in the university budget was 5% in 
1987, it is now about 17%. But public services are not 
consumer goods. They are necessies to which everyone 
should have access.
YetYet tuion fees add to the barriers to higher educaon. It is 
important to note that this obstacle is not experienced 
equally by everyone, parcularly because of the interest on 
loans taken out by the less well off to pay for their studies. 
Thus, because of discriminaon in the job market (race, 
class, gender, disability, sexual orientaon), the financial 
burden of educaon is greater for some.

www.gratuitescolaire.org

Free education is a viable project
Free educaon is a project that, if the polical will was 
there, could be implemented without much difficulty.
In 2019–2020, free CEGEP and university educaon would 
have cost $1.36 billion, or 1.1% of the Québec 
government’s total budget. 
AtAt the same me, the government is prepared to spend 
$9.45 billion to build a “third link” between Lévis and 
Québec City, a project that is as costly as it is unnecessary. 
This project represents about 7 mes the cost of free 
CEGEP and university educaon.
AsAs for the Québec government’s budgetary situaon, the 
deficits it generates are not the result of overspending, but 
of insufficient revenues. 
In fact, over the years, the government has voluntarily 
deprived itself of tax revenue, whether from businesses or 
individuals.
OurOur fight for free post-secondary educaon is not just 
about universies and CEGEPs. It is a struggle for educaon 
for all, for a fairer society, and against the commodificaon 
of educaon.
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